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Muhlenhcrgiciduhia Four, ex I iemsl.isa wide ranging species known from Texas 
and New Mexico, south through northeastern and north central Mexico to 


Michoacan, the state of Mexico, Puebla, Oaxaca, and Veracruz (Correll & 
Johnston 1970; Gould 1975; Powell 1994; 1 lerrcra-Arrieta 2001). In Texas, it has 
been considered to be coni ined the Trans-Pccos region (Correll & Johnston 1970; 
Gould 1975; Powell 1994). It is a species primarily lound on rocky hilltops and 
canyons in open oak-juniper/pine woodlands. 

In 1912, M.E.Jones described a new species, Muhlcnbcrgici mclcaljci. from 
Grant County, New Mexico. I litchcock (1951), Gould (1975), Powell (1994), and 
Jones et al. (1997) recognized M. nietculfci as distinct Irom M. duhici Four ex 
I lemsl. and M. rigida (Kunth) Kunth. These two species are often dillicult to 
distinguish from each other and both arc reported as occurring in trans-Pccos 
Texas. Flowever, Correll and Johnston (1970) and Martin and I lutchins (1980) 
recognized M. metccil/ci as synonymous with M. diihici. Powell (1994) only ten¬ 
tatively recognized these taxa as distinct pending further studies. I Ic com¬ 
mented that it is ‘difficult to defend specif ic status lor such close entities with 
sympatric distribution.’ Peterson ct al. (2001) reduced M. mvlcalfci to synonymy 
with M. rigida (Kunth) Kunth in their synopsis of Poaceac, sublamily Chlori- 
doidcae, however, the reasons for this taxanomic placement arc not presented. 

There is no published record ol Muhlcn hergia diihia in central Texas. Plow- 
cver, during field work for a flora of the Nature Conservancy of Texas’ Love Creek 
Nature Preserve in Bandera County, Texas in the southern Edwards Plateau, M. 
dubia was collected by the author. Surveys conducted revealed numerous, large 
populations primarily in the uplands of the preserv'e, a habitat very similar to 
habitats in which the species occurs throughout its range. The original speci¬ 
mens were collected from a population on a sloping, open area with various 
vrasses seattered Sovhora secundiflora (Orteea) Lae. ex DC, lanipcrus ashei J. 


C 
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liisifofinis SiTi'dll and cacti. The substrate was a very thin, rocky, limestone soil. 
Subsequent collections were made Irom 1 ix e ot her populations on t he preserve, 
and one on a roadside that is verv similar in habitat in Kerr County, Texas. 


A review of the TEX, EE and TAPS herbaria revealed that Miihicnbcrgia 
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clithici actually was collected on the Hclwards Plateau as early as l%7. A speci¬ 
men ol M.cli(hiii identilieci as M. lucU'cilfci, Irom ndwardsCountv,Texas,on the 
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western edge ol the hdwards Plateau, w'as collected in 1967 by Albert jenkins. 
A specimen ol M.Juhici was collected by M.C.Johnston in Travis County, Texas 
in 1977. It was, however, originally misidentilied as M. rigen.s, a similar sjoecies 
ahso Irom the trans-Pecos area ol Texas. The existence ol M. Jiihici on the P-d- 
wards Plateau ol Texas is alsti known to the native plant nur.sery industry in 
central Texas (,nan 1 losage, pers. comm.j. Additional specimens should be ex¬ 
pected Irom other counties throughout the l:d wards Plateau. The species is rela¬ 
tively easy to distinguish I rom other central Texas species of Muhlcnhernia by 
its contracted panicles, densely caespitose habit, and rounded, erect culms. 


Specimens eilecl; 
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. Baiidcni Co.: Love C reek Naiure IVe.'^erve ca. 10 mi W ol MeUma. ui'iiaiuis 


ol pivserw. I Nov 2i,HlO. l\-nny lOlTLX); 20 Nov 20(Hl / VmivtuHTL'X); 2o Nov 2000. /lemivOKT I X); 
LnVt 2001,/Vnnv.LW(TLX); lotVt 2001, Oemiv.tOUTLX); I70ci 2001, Ccin^O.tOOlTTiX); sire.im 
lerraee near lumierseabm; 2 Sep2001, Oemiv.527( ri-.X). IXIward!, Co.: (wiilioui .-^peeilie loealio ) 14 
Oei lA l-.S). Kerr Co.: I'oaUsitle ol lligh\\'a\ Id, n.jinj Not Medina on L side ol road, 

vrowiipi; in roek.s and ihin roekv soil. 24" o4,7M' N. 40" 14,204' W, IS cVl 2001 /Xoiiiv .55,4 (Tl'X) 


'I'ravis Co.:abo\e I he pour-oll in W'ildeat 

1477, M.( '. /ohnsloii U4., T/\LS). 
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